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Principal researcher bios 
Associate Professor David Mackenzie, Swinburne Institute for Social Research, 
Swinburne University of Technology 
David Mackenzie is a widely respected and influential social researcher, whose work into 
youth homelessness and youth issues is recognised in Australia and internationally.

In 2007-2008, David was one of the four Commissioners responsible for the National 
Youth Commission Inquiry (NYC) into Youth Homelessness. Their report, Australia’s 
Homeless Youth, together with the feature documentary The Oasis influenced the devel-
opment of the Federal Government White Paper, The Road Home.

David is the architect of The Geelong Project ‘community of schools and youth services’ 
model of early intervention and is currently working with the key partners on scaling up 
this model as a reform for how to more effectively support disadvantaged young Aus-
tralians.

He is the founder and current Chair of Youth Development Australia Ltd (YDA), a not-for-
profit charity which is a platform for innovative program development and policy change 
for young Australians. YDA operates Youthworx, an innovative media training program 
and media social enterprise that works with homeless and at-risk young people.


Professor Adam Steen, School of Accounting and Finance, Charles Sturt University 
Adam Steen has more than 25 years experience as an applied finance and accounting 
researcher in the tertiary education sector, and has worked in a number of leading Aus-
tralian and international business schools.

His applied finance and accounting research has been published in leading international 
journals including the Journal of Banking and Finance, Corporate Governance An In-
ternational Review, Accounting, Auditing and Accountability Journal, and Social Policy 
and Society, among others.

He is a Fellow of CPA Australia and Chairs the Academic Community of the Society of 
Trustees and Estate Practitioners (STEP), and is treasurer and board member of regis-
tered charity Youth Development Australia. He has published a number of reports into 
youth foyers, family homelessness and the link between unemployment and homeless-
ness.
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Professor Paul Flatau, Director, Centre for Social Impact, The University of Western 
Australia 
Paul Flatau has authored more than 100 publications covering labour economics, the his-
tory of economic thought, and the economics of social policy. He has made  a significant 
contribution to the analysis of social and economic outcomes and the impact and cost-
effectiveness of programs in a number of fields including poverty, education, youth jus-
tice, unemployment, homelessness, and housing.

In recent years, Paul has made significant contribution to homelessness research in Aus-
tralia. His most recent work covers topics such as intergenerational homelessness, home-
lessness and service integration, the costs of homelessness, youth homelessness and 
refugees and homelessness.


Research Associate 
Dr Monica Thielking, Senior Lecturer, Director of Postgraduate Studies in 
the Department of Psychological Sciences, Swinburne University of Technology

 

Monica Theilking is a registered psychologist who has worked in Melbourne secondary 
schools as a school psychologist prior to entering academia in 2010 to facilitate her 
research and teaching on issues around education equity, school psychology and youth 
homelessness.

Her research has had significant impact on government policy, service delivery and 
school psychology practice. She is an academic member of various Australian 
Government and Non-Government Organisation working parties that focus on the 
prevention of youth homelessness and improving student equity and psychological 
support services in schools. She strongly advocates for quality early intervention for 
young people at risk of leaving school early and/or chronic homelessness, as well as 
integrated service delivery and education equity to improve the educational, social and 
mental health outcomes for all young people.
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